
 

COVID Updates for January 15, 2021 

Dear Residents, Families, and Friends of Redstone, 
 
It’s been quite a week – we celebrated our first vaccine clinics in Greensburg and have made great 
progress on scheduling our clinics for other campuses and levels of care.  The clinic at Greensburg felt 
like a celebration as we took a step closer to winning the long war against this virus.  We are grateful 
to everyone who picked up the sword this week to help with this fight!  We are pleased to report that 
over 80% of our employees who were offered the vaccine, and nearly 100% of our residents included 
in this first round, chose to be vaccinated.  Widespread support and being vaccinated will make a 
difference as we move forward.   
 
We have already announced that on Tuesday of next week (January 19th), Walgreen’s will come to 
our Murrysville campus to vaccinate all residents and employees who wish to be vaccinated. So far 
the response on this campus is also very strong.  Yesterday we were thrilled when Walgreen’s told us 
that they could bring enough doses to include some additional residents in this clinic.  Because of the 
numbers available, we elected to include our North Huntingdon Independent Living residents in this 
opportunity.  Just this morning we were able to confirm that Giant Eagle will hold clinics to vaccinate 
our Independent Living residents in Greensburg, and our Personal Care Home residents in North 
Huntingdon, along with any North Huntingdon employees who still wish to receive the vaccine.  These 
clinics will complete our first round of vaccinations, and dates will be announced as soon as they are 
confirmed.  There will be limited opportunities for employees and residents who missed the first 
round to receive their first vaccine when our booster (second vaccine) clinics are scheduled on each 
campus.  The process of scheduling these clinics has been frustrating and slower than we would have 
liked, but we are extremely grateful to have a plan for vaccination across all of our levels of care at 
Redstone.  We believe that by January 29th we will have successfully provided a first vaccine to ALL of 
our team members and residents who chose to participate.   We hope that our family members and 
friends in the external community will soon be able to receive their vaccines, too, to join us in this 
fight.    
 
Unfortunately, I must also share that this week we identified seven Covid positive residents in 
Murrysville’s Personal Care unit and one positive staff member there as well.   This means that we 
must continue outbreak testing once per week for employees and residents in this unit at this time.  
I’m happy to report that North Huntingdon has had 14 days of no new positives, which means that 
this campus moves to “green” and no longer must complete outbreak testing.  While our staff in 
North Huntingdon will continue to be tested weekly, residents will no longer need to be tested unless 
we have a new case or exposure. Greensburg had two new positives in team members this week, and 
continues with outbreak testing through January 28th at this time.  Greensburg team members 
continue to be tested twice per week, due to the presence of our Nursing Home.  Throughout the 
entire pandemic, we know that access to the beauty salons has been an ongoing source of frustration 
for many of our residents.  Unfortunately, residents may only make appointments in the salon when 



the unit in which they live is deemed to be “green.”  We are hopeful that more of our units will 
achieving this status, soon.   
 
Some of you have been asking when we think we will be able to resume in-person visits for those in 
our Personal Care Homes and Skilled Nursing units.  Two things must happen before we can move in 
that direction.  First, a unit must be “green” for 14 days, meaning no positive tests for 14 days.  
Additionally, the Westmoreland County positivity rating must fall below 10%, and remain at that level 
for 14 days. This number has been slowly declining over the past few weeks, and last week was at just 
over 14%.   After these things happen, we will be able to re-launch our program of scheduled in-
person visitation in designated visitor stations.  As we have done all along, we will carefully follow 
state guidelines in order to maintain the safest possible environment for our residents, their families, 
and our team members.  While we would like to hope that the vaccination will be the “magic bullet” 
that would allow us to fling open the doors, hug each other, throw away our masks, and forget about 
Covid, we know that we must proceed cautiously and with care for one another as we begin the 
healing phase of this pandemic.  For now, please continue to use the website to schedule virtual or 
window visits until we are able to move to in-person visits.   
 
Despite the high numbers of cases and even deaths that continue to be seen across the nation, we are 
beginning to feel like we have rounded a bend and there is much reason to be hopeful.  I am praying 
that this Covid journey will be ending soon, and I am thanking God for each of our residents, team 
members, and family members who have weathered this storm with us.  We have done hard things, 
and we will continue to do hard things, together.   
 
Take Care –  
 
Vicki 
 
Vicki Loucks, RN, MSN, MBA 
Vice President & Chief Operating Officer 
Redstone Presbyterian Seniorcare 
126 Mathews Street 
Greensburg PA  15601 
Direct Dial: 724.216.0934 


